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Director: Every Miles a Smile: More to Come!
person.
Sturgis has come and gone for 2018. Carol
and I flew out to Rapid City and rented a
bike for ten days to enjoy the Black Hills and
Rally. We planned the trip for the week before
the Rally to miss the large crowds, had a great
time and I have turned in some pictures of our
travels. I know we had some other members
there also who made the trip out and back.
Hopefully in two years we will make the
trek on the bike also.

W

ow, it seems like this year has just
flown by, lots going on and some
strange weather patterns have
combined to make the weeks just pass by. Our
Dealer MDA event has been rescheduled for
the 8th of September and we are back to Jackson Park for the finish of the Poker Run and
festivities. We will have updates and details at
the September meeting for everyone. I want
to apologize for missing the
August meeting due to a work issue, and
Carol and I will not be at the September meeting also. My oldest daughter is getting married in October and Carol and I are heading to
Florida to meet her fiancé’s family for the first
time over the Labor Day weekend.
Don’t forget the Christmas Party on the 8 th
of December, and tickets will be on sell starting the September meeting. Cost is $20 per

I want to thank all who came out to Cardinal
Bicycle in support of Kenny Wingfield and
his new book. I know Kenny really appreciated the support and funds raised go to a great
cause.
With the moving of the MDA event we are
looking to have our end of season Chapter
Picnic in October, the officers will be reviewing the calendar and rescheduling at our end
of August meeting and new date will be announced at the September meeting.
Make sure you check the calendar online for
updates and ongoing events for the Chapter.
Be safe and see you on the road.
Doug Stackpole
Director
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Assistant Director: Rides, MDA and More!

S

eptember is upon us already and the
calendar is full from the legendary
Hillbilly Hotdog ride in through West
Virginia on Saturday 15th to the MDA/Poker
Run on Saturday September 22nd supporting
the Roanoke Valley Harley-Davidson fund
raising event.
Rick Hayes’s overnight ride will run through
miles of twisty roads on the way to the best
tasting hotdogs anywhere near Lesage,
WV. It’s not really about the quality of the
food but the great adventure of having fun riding there and back that really matters, right?
Anyway hope everyone has a great time and
brings back wonderful stories to share with
the rest of the Chapter.
cash bar. Dinner is from 7pm to 8:30pm then
dancing & fun from 8:30pm to 11:30pm.
Also, Doug and Bob did an awesome job
pulling the MDA/Poker Run together, posters Barry Garten
are out and you should be seeing them around Assistant Director
town and all over social media.
Finally, the annual Christmas Party at the
Tanglewood is on December 8th. Tickets are
available for $20 per person (see me if for
tickets). There are door prizes, a DJ and a
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Birthdays
Steven DeCosta 		
Virginia Echols 		
Rick Hayes 		
Rick Wheeler 		
Norman Epperly 		
Mike Puckett 		
Roger Broughman
Diane Crosier 		
Stayce Eller 		
Mike McCoy 		
Jeffrey Nester 		
Earl Mannoia 		
Patsy Pannell 		
Ben Thrasher 		
Joe Whitehead		
Blake Dingler 		
Heavy Waldron 		
Marian McConnell
Bruce Bartmess 		
Tim Lyle 			
Michael Whitehead
Roger Pannell 		
Gary Buck 			

1
2
2
3
7
8
9
10
10
10
12
13
14
15
15
16
16
20
22
24
28
29
30

New RVHOG Members
Don and Wanda Greene – Roanoke
Harry Freedy Jr – Roanoke
Garry Wright – New Castle
Paul Boschert (Bo) – Callaway
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LOH: More Events, Rides and Fun!

W

e had about 20 folks ride out to show our
love and support to HOG member Kenny
Wingfield at his book signing on August 11th at
Cardinal Bicycle. The weather was great and the
turnout showed respect and appreciation for this
positive and inspiring man! His book is “All I
Ever Wanted to Be...” We made it back in time
for the Roanoke Harley Davidson Customer Appreciation day and the Patriot flag arrival. The
Patriot Tour Ride arrived at noon and we had a
great crowd to welcome them. The U.S. Flag that
is traveling the United States was passed to us to
continue its next leg of the journey. A group took
the flag to Stonewall HD in Orange, VA on Sunday. Thanks to Walt Kugelman for coordinating
this and for all who participated!
UPCOMING EVENTS:
9/15/2018 - Roller Derby to cheer for HOG/LOH
member Aubrey Shifflett at Berglund Center in
Roanoke, Twin Valleys Roller Derby vs. Little
City Roller Girls at 5:00pm. Team Virginia vs.
Maryland at 7:00p. Tickets are $13 presale and
$15 at the door. Tickets will be available at www.
theberglundcenter.com and from Aubrey.
9/22/2018 - [For You We Ride – Breast Cancer
ride sponsored by Roanoke HD and For You We
Ride: Fundraiser benefiting breast cancer assistance charities. The chosen charity for Virginia is
Cindy’s Legacy Charity. From 12-3p. Registration is $25 for driver and $15 for passenger (according to their website). You can register online
at www.foryouweride.com]
10/27/2018 - Halloween Party at Hog Hall –
“HOGLOWEEN” from 6-10p. Costumes are encouraged but not required; just please no “biker”
costumes (LOL). There will be a contest with 4
prizes: Best Costume, Ugliest Costume, Most
Original Costume, Best Couple Costume. We
have plenty of decorations we can use already at
Hog Hall. Please submit your ideas to Marian for
indoor games such as bobbing for apples, corn
hole toss, etc. Pot Luck finger foods/snacks. We

will play Halloween music on the sound system
with DVD’s.
11/11/2018 - National D-Day Memorial Tour for
Veterans Day – Meet at Roanoke HD (upstairs)
at 9a – kickstands up at 9:15am. Tour of D-Day
Memorial from 10a-12:00p. Cost is $10/person,
unless we have 13 people or more or you are a
Veteran, then it’s $8/person. We have requested
Bob Garst to lead the tour. This includes time
for the gift shop. We’ll grab a snack there or on
the way to the Virginia Dare afterwards. LOH
Virginia Dare Cruise for Veterans Day – be there
by 1:30p and the cruise is from 2-4p. You MUST
call and make your own reservations in advance:
(540) 297-7100. We may ride to the National DDay Memorial first; and will set up a dinner location for afterwards. Details to follow. Note: This
will be when the fall leaves are at their peak!
12/1/2018 - LOH Christmas Party – 6-9pm at
Tammy Buchanan’s House. BYOB and a potluck
dish, and a dirty Santa gift (wrapped, not tagged,
$10 limit).
Please watch our LOH Facebook page and your
emails for updates. Every moment’s a miracle,
and every mile’s a smile!

Marian McConnell
Ladies of Harley
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Jim and Karen Wilson:
Four Corners of the USA Challenge: Coast to Coast: 7

O

n July 4 th , 2018, my wife and I started off on
a bucket li prospect that would take us around
the USA in 21 days or less on a motorcycle. We
had been planning this journey for a year and the timing for the trip departure had arrived. Leave too early
and you get snow in the North, leave too late and youget
blistering hot weather in the Southwest. This motorcycle
challenge ride is sponsored by the Southern California
Motorcycle Association, to ride “The Four Corners of the
USA” from Madawaska, Maine; to Key West, Florida; to
San Ysidro, California; to Blaine, Washington in 21 days
or less, a distance of approximately 7,400 miles.
To assist me with the logistics of this ride, I used the
Harley Davidson RIDE PLANNER. A great tool for
planning a ride, it shows you your mileage and time
between destinations, fuel locations, potential motels and
restaurants along the way. It is a very effective tool and I
capitalized on its assets. I had another tool at my disposal
also, my motorcycle, a 2013 Harley Davidson Anniversary Edition, Limited, Touring machine. Comfortable
to ride every day, powerful enough to carry us both, our
riding gear, tools, saddlebags and luggage and souvenirs
for 28 days of eventful motorcycle life on the road, in all
wide-ranging changes of weather, road conditions, traffic
situations and elevations.
The main objective of this ride was to complete the challenge distance and make all the respective location stops,
to include documentation log and photos of each stop,
within the designated time of 21 days. We also wanted to
enjoy some of the more significant and scenic stops along
the way. I had planned a couple of surprise stops for my
wife, such as Bethel New York, the site of the Historic
August 1969 “Woodstock” gathering, also a stay at “Timberline Lodge” referred to as the “Overlook Hotel” , from
the movie “The Shining” starring Jack Nicholson, on
snow capped Mt. Hood, elev. 11,245 ft., in Oregon.
Each day we dressed in layers and all of the gear that we
took on this journey had two purposes. Our rain gear kept
us dry and also provided a wonderful wind breaker riding
through cold Montana and Wyoming. I purchased palm

sized chemical freeze bags to be crushed and used during excessive 107 degree heat in the Mohave Desert and
Fresno, California. Everyday an application of SPF 70
was applied to the nose, face and cheeks. I also used ¾
of a bottle of Visine eye wash during this trip, protective
eye wear is not enough, because road dust/crud particles
collect in your eyes. We carried ice water in our thermos
and bottled water in the Tour-Pak with us at all the times.
I carried a Harley Davidson Touring Handbook map, a
Tom Tom GPS mounted on my bike and my wife used
her phone GPS app, and on various days we still got lost.
I worked and reworked my mileage schedule so as to be
confident of our journey, and prearranged hotel reservations for each night during this trip. At the end of the
day I wanted to make SURE that I had a place to rest my
head and refresh my body for the night, and to get
ready to go do it again!
We traveled back country roads in PA and New York,
scenic roads in Northern California and Nevada, well
maintained State roads in Oregon, Montana, Wyoming,
Missouri, super highways in other states so as to make
good use of our time. We also rode many sections of the
old Historic “Route 66” as we made our way across and
around the USA. I rode for 2,000 miles without listening
to music or the radio. I just wanted to hear my bike talk
to me, to hear the pipes growl and howl as I accelerated
through curves and backed off the throttle going downhill. To feel the bike pull through a sweeping curve as I
lean her into the wind. To hear and feel the rumble of the
twin jugs at 3,000 rpm in 6 th gear, whew…, life is good,
damn good!
We saw many wonderful sights as we traveled on our
journey around the USA. The rugged sea shore and
wooded forest of northern Maine, enjoyed fresh lobster
and clams, the Hudson River, the Blue Ridge Mountains,
the many Keys of southern Florida, tasted Cajun cooking,
the snow capped mountain tops and magnificent bright
colors of sand ridges in New Mexico along with authentic Mexican food, the petrified Forest in Arizona, the hot
and dry Mojave desert – Yosemite- snow covered Mt.
Shasta in California, historic Timberline Lodge on Mt.
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7,346 miles in 18 Days of Hard Riding
Hood in Oregon, Mt. Rainer at 14,411 ft. elev. in Washington, Glaciers at Glacier Nat’l Park in Montana, Devils
Tower in Wyoming, Crazy Horse monument in Custer
S.D., crossing the Missouri River in Chamberlain S.D. is
the mammoth statue of “Dignity” which recognizes the
valuable history of all Indian women, the Corn Palace in
Mitchell S.D., the vast expanse of the American prairie
growing wheat/beans/corn, the mighty Mississippi River
at Hannibal Mo, the rolling green hills and horse farms of
southern Indiana and Kentucky.
To provide an appreciative perspective of the vast distance of the USA, we rode eastward for 4 days after
leaving Blaine, Washington, to reach Sturgis. We spent a
total of 28 days on the open road, traveled 12,028 treasured miles round trip, garage to garage, riding around
our beautiful USA. We crossed into and out of 4 different time zones- gaining extra riding time and day light
as we rolled west and losing time and day light heading
eastward towards home. I put fuel into the bike 75 times
and had the empty fuel tank light come on 3 different
occasions, and counting down the estimated remaining mileage to bring our journey to a standstill. On one
desolate occasion I had to purchase Regular fuel, because
that’s the only fuel that they sold. I had the oil/filter
changed at “Owens H/D” in Yakima, Washington, nice
people, very professional, got me in and back on the road
fast. Our longest day ride was 587 miles and our shortest day ride was 306 miles. We crossed into and over 33
different states on our ambitious journey with elevation
changes ranging from sea level (Key West) to 9,000 ft.
(Yosemite). We successfully accomplished the “The USA
4 Corners Challenge”, in 18 noteworthy days with 7,346
hard riding miles under our belts.
Karen and I together have earned our sought after “Iron
Butt” patch. We are both tired and weary and are slowly
but surely working on cleaning and shining the amazing
Harley Davidson motorcycle, restlessly waiting in our
garage.
-- Jim Wilson
Former RVHOG Director
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Safety Officer: What If You Drag a Peg
If you react instinctively you probably won’t
recover

M

By: James R. Davis
ost of us do not need to test limits,
but it still happens that you might
someday find yourself leaning too
far into a curve and hearing/feeling your peg
start to drag. What should you do about it?
Well, let me start by telling you what most
people, I believe, instinctively try and what
is dead wrong! They immediately roll off the
accelerator and lean away from the dragging
peg. These are BOTH wrong things to do because each action either lowers the bike (rolling off the accelerator) or increases the lean
angle and as a result the peg will no longer
be gently scraping the asphalt but will try to
gouge a trough into it.

the same time.
(The use of throttle to increase clearance is a
VERY SHORT TERM GAIN and is quickly
followed by the dragging part digging harder
as the lean angle overwhelms the modest new
height clearance.
Use of the throttle makes most sense, of
course, at very slow speeds. At higher speeds
it is by far the hardest technique to master in
reacting to a dragging component and though
I indicated it could ‘cure’ the problem all by
itself, it actually REQUIRES that you simultaneously counter-steer a wider path.)

Note, however, that doing the wrong things, it
seems to me, is instinctive and that you need
to mentally prepare to do the right things in
advance. But that is exactly why you are reading this tip - to determine what experience has
shown others is the right thing to do without
There are three things that can be done as soon having to ‘discover’ by trial and potentially
as you hear/feel a peg scrape:
fatal error for yourself. Let’s see if this makes
Increase throttle - (but note that you are
that third alternative clearer as it is your best
already close to sliding and ANY increase in
choice. Here is a diagram that on the left
speed can be all she wrote). This is a VERY
shows a motorcycle that is about to drag a peg
DANGEROUS solution and it relies on the
in a turn and on the right it shows what hapfact that acceleration raises the middle of the
pens if the motorcyclist leans INTO the turn.
bike while at the same time INCREASES its
(It lifts the peg off the ground.)
lean angle. At best, a momentary and trivial
net gain in peg height.
Kevin Short
Counter-steer away from the dragging peg - Safety Officer
(widen the turn)
Shift body weight towards the dragging peg
- (that is not a misprint)
Each of these actions tends to straighten the
bike up. Any one of them will ‘cure’ the problem and is sufficient by itself. You can, of
course, do two or all three of these things at
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RVH.O.G.
Chapter
Helping
Hands
Rob Lipes
Roanoke
(540) 293-5783
Rick Hayes
`Roanoke
(540) 314-6087
Johnny Preston
Rocky Mount
(540) 354-4513
Ben Thrasher Bu
chanan
(540) 598-5184
Cell (540) 2542390
Robert Johnson
Roanoke/Salem
(540) 537-7755
Mark Anderson
Union Hall/SML
(540) 890-5155
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Historian: Picnics and Fun in Old Newsletters

T

Cline. The next picnic this month would be
Sept 21 starting at 1 oclock at T. J. Rothmeirer’s house. The final picnic would be
at Rudy’s house on October 26. This would
hopefully be a chance to introduce the new
nominations for club officers if Rudy could
find people to accept them which he said was
very diificult.

Rudy said he hoped to have the new voting
ballots at the next meeting. He saiid that no
one would know who they were until he gave
out the ballots mainly because he was not
sure who they would be. A breakfast ride to
the Peaks of Otter was well attended by 52
people and 30 bikes which was a problem in
Just a reminder to everyone that at this time
we had satellite chapters. The satellite chap- a room built for forty people.Some members
had to be seated out in the main dining room
ters were in Botetourt with Kevin and Betty
which caused a lot of stares and questions on
Pannel area co-ordinators. The Martinsville
satellite chapter with Ed Keifer as area co-or- why the “Hells Angels” were at the Peaks of
dinator and the New River Valley with Den- Otter on Sunday morning. Finally “ Words
from Wally “ our new safety report appeared
nis and Anita Reed as area co-ordinators.
for the first time this month and reminded
everyone to pay attention to what’s in front,
They were set up because of the large number of members in these areas at the time and beside, and behind you. With that I am histhat they would be more lnowledge and bet- tory.
..
ter able to plan events in these areas.
he newsletter of September 1991 was
full of information on picnics that
were held and picnics to be. The fiirst
of many picnics discussed was a picnic held
in Radford by Jim Morrison.

Tom Owen

Back to Jim’s picnic which Rudy said the
Historian
turnout was embarassing for him for this first
time event in the Radford. He said only three
people attended from the Radford area.On
the plus side fifteen members from Roanoke
attended with the ladies who rode out numbering the men. The next picnic was the run
and picnic held at Rudy’s house organized by
Kyle Thomas to benefit Cline Connor who
had a serious accident at the beach. The event
was well attended and much appreciated by
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2018 Roanoke Valley H.O.G. Officers:
2018 Primary Officers:
Position			
Director:
		

Name
Doug Stackpole

Phone
540-553-1694

E-mail
dbstackpole@msn.com

Assistant Director: 		

Barry Garten

540-798-7432

barryfltru@gmail.com

Treasurer:

		

Bob McFarland

540-353-6172

bob.mcfarland@cox.net

Secretary:

		

Tonya Kreyling

859-250-9495

secretary.rvhog1903@gmail.com

Activities Officers: 		
				

Bo Brown
Robert Johnson

540-890-5097
540-537-7755

Bigd4wgg@gmail.com
N/A

Breakfast/Dinner 		

Brad Shifflett

540-892-1126

drtron3@yahoo.com

Building Grounds 		

Mark Reed

540-345-4068

lohshae@aol.com

Food Coordinator:

Blake Dingler

540-588-1114

bdingler64@gmail.com

Head Road Captain:

Mike Puckett

540-520-1241

mpuck28880@aol.com

Historian:

Tom Owen

540-769-7389

todonnatom99@gmail.com

		

LOH Director:

		

M. McConnell

540-309-4707

marian.mcconnell@gmail.com

Newsletter:

		

Doug Thompson

540-529-2500

newsletter@dougthompson.com

Membership Officer:

Bob McFarland

540-353-6172

bob.mcfarland@cox.net

Merchandise Officer:

Bob McFarland

540-353-6172

bob.mcfarland@cox.net

Safety Officer:

		

Kevin Short

540-589-1762

kshort540@gmail.com

Social Media:

		

Kelsey Stackpole

540-798-4314

kelsey.stackpole@gmail.com

Volunteer Coordinator:

Carol Stackpole

540-397-4382

carol.stackpole@suntrust.com

Webmaster:

Doug Thompson

540-529-2500

doug@dougthompson.com

Zack Shiffer

540-562-5424

zack@rvhd.com

Dealership Rep:

		

Our Website:								Next Meeting
www.roanokevalleyhog.com						Tuesday, October 2, 2018
Facebook:									6 PM Dinner
www.facebook.com/RVHOG/						7 PM Meeting

