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It’s Riding Time Again. Get Your Harley Rolling



HOT in Atlanta and warming weather!   
As I write this article the officers 
attending HOT are preparing for our 

trip south.   We will have a report on our ex-
perience at the May meeting.  It looks like the 
weather is finally starting to turn warmer and 
maybe some extended riding weather without 
cold and snow.  

Our first Chapter Fund raiser of the year is 
rapidly approaching and by the time this is 
published we will have hopefully had a suc-
cessful event.  Bob McFarland has been doing 
a good job of informing members how our 
chapter funds are spent in support of chapter 
events and the charities we typically contrib-
ute to on an annual basis.   This year we plan 
to have a catered Christmas Party where all 
members can relax and have an enjoyable 
time along with a picnic/ride event later in the 
year.

The bowling events that Bo Brown held have 
been successful and he plans on expanding 
as the year goes on, with the event moving to 

different days to allow more members to par-
ticipate and enjoy some fun time and fellow-
ship with friends.   I have not had the oppor-
tunity to attend yet but hope to soon.

The Dealership hosted the Harley Demo 
Truck on April 6th and 7th, according to Zach 
the turnout was great on Friday and even 
threatening weather on Saturday did not keep 
everyone away.  He wanted me to pass along 
“Thanks and job well done” for all the Chap-
ter volunteers who came out in support to 
make the event successful.

As we move into the height of the riding sea-
son we will be planning more organized rides 
and some overnights into the surrounding 
regions to explore new roads and experiences.

Make sure you check the calendar online for 
updates and ongoing events for the Chapter.   
With more riding take the time to look over 
your bike carefully to make sure all is good as 
you head out and ride.   Be safe and see you 
on the road.
 

Doug Stackpole 
Director

Director: Has Spring Sprung?
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Roanoke Valley Harley Owners 
Group is the by far the best Chapter 
in Virginia. 

There are those of uswho came from different 
places, have different upbringings and from 
different times but we all share a
love for riding motorcycles. It’s that passion 
for having fun and riding motorcycles why we 
all found ourselves as members of RVHOG. 
Our membership is our lifeline and in order 
for our group continuebeing strong we have 
to depend on new members joining RVHOG. 
Our Chapter has members who extend back to 
the 1 st days of its past March. Face it we’re 

not getting any younger and sadly the chapter 
has lost too many if its loyal members to fa-
ther time.

For all of our new members we have a duty to 
make every one of them feel welcome. Take 
time tointroduce yourself, get to know them 
and share your experiences of why our HOG 
chapter is the best in Virginia. And maybe 
they will encourage others to join our group 
too. Bring a guest to a meeting or on a
chapter ride, introduce them to our members 
and show them what we’re all about.

We all must do our part to ensure RVHOG 
continues its tradition of having fun and riding 
motorcycles.

And the best way I can think of is for us to 
seek new members – and yes, that means all 
of us who care about our chapter’s future. 

This isn’t just the Bob McFarland’s job as 
membership officer but every chapter mem-
ber. Talk to your family, friends, co-workers 
and even those you know who ride ‘other’
brands of motorcycles spreading the 
message of how much fun RVHOG is 
and why. Just maybe one of them will 
switch to the best motorcycle on the 
planet and become new members.

Do you accept the challenge?

Barry Garten
Assistant Directo

Assistant Director: Facing The Challenge
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The weather has been a real pain as far 
as this riding season. Even though the 
weather has been cold, wet, or snow I 

have been able to get a lot of riding in. So far 
I have ridden a little over 2000 miles on my 
new Triglide in the short 2 months I have had 
it. I am enjoying my new bike so much and it 
feels great to be riding my own again after 10 
years. I am looking forward to more riding.

This year I had the privilege of attending 
the HOT Training in Atlanta GA. We rode 
our bikes down with no problems, but on 
the way back we had to worry about severe 
weather. We were all very lucky to miss all 
severe weather and never got wet or put on 
rain suits. It was a very busy weekend and a 
lot of information was packed into the two 
days. Several of us attended the training 
and learned a lot. I look forward to seeing 
what we can do to make things better in the 
chapter. While at HOT Training we all kept 
hearing the words challenge accepted and we 
responded let’s ride. I am looking forward to 
seeing what we can do with what we learned 
from the training and bring new and fun ideas 
to the chapter.

If you have any questions, comment, or you 
would like to have information passed on to 
the members of the chapter please feel free to 
contact me, Also if you would like to see your 
birthday in the newsletter please let me know 
and I will make sure I have it in the system 
and in the newsletter during your birthday 
month.

Tonya .Kreyling 
Secretary

Secretary: Riding, HOT Training and More
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We had spectacular weather for the 
April 14th LOH Photo Shoot ride, 
with a wonderful turnout of ten:  

Linda Bosserman, Jody Helm, Terry Arehart, 
Barbara and Doug Shaver, Tammy Buchanan, 
TJ Rothmeier, Kathy Summers, Dano and 
me.  We made a few route changes before 
heading out, thanks to some advance warn-
ing about traffic congestion at Mill Mountain; 
and we also agreed to finish up at Ernie’s 
shop for lunch where he was having a benefit 
for breast cancer.   Dano was our “official” 
photographer; and between him, the Shavers, 
and me, we got some gorgeous pictures at the 
Explore Park overlooks, Roanoke Mountain 
overlooks, and the Williamson Road Train 
Depot.  (For the whole album see our Face-
book page).  

We had a LOH Planning Meeting/dinner at 
Jersey Lily’s on April 17th. 

Upcoming events include May 5th - Interna-
tional Female Ride Day to Shenandoah Har-
ley in Staunton.  Terry Arehart will be leading 
the ride. Meet at the Roanoke HD upstairs at 
9:30a; kick stands up at 10a.  

I’m also working on a visit to the Smith 
Mountain Lake Alpaca Farm on May 19th; 
will post the details on our Facebook page.

Remember, our LOH events are open to all 
the ladies, whether you ride your own or ride 
with your guy.  The events are open to the 
guys too.  It’s all about that wind therapy!

Marian McConnell
Ladies of Harley
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LOH: Spring has Sprung - Let’s Ride
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HOT, HOT, HOT!.

Harley Officers Training 
(HOT) training for Roa-
noke Valley H.O.G. offi-
cers in Atlana.
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Ladies of
Harley:
Ride, ride,
ride!!

Swap, swap, swap
at the Roanoke 
Valley H.O.G. Swap  
Meet!
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Most riders given a choice will usually 
choose not to ride on rainy days.  Rain, 

as well as all the other elements, is just an-
other part of a biker’s life on the road.  Where 
rain can be inconvenient, it doesn’t have to 
ruin the ride.  The best choice will always be 
to pull over somewhere safe off of the road 
and presumably dry.  If you are travelling and 
have to continue on, here are a few tips for a 
safer ride.

1.  Have good quality, high visibility rain gear.

2.  Make sure your tires have a full tread pat-
tern.  Bald tires = road rash.

3.  The road surface is slickest at the begin-
ning of the rain.  If you see a rainbow or 
frothy white bubbles, BEWARE!  This is a 
sign of oil or petroleum.

4.  Avoid painted surfaces, center lines and 
arrows.  Also avoid metal surfaces:  rail road 
tracks, metal plates and man hole covers.  All 
of these surfaces can become slick as ice.  If 
you must pass over any of these surfaces, 
keep the bike as straight as you can and avoid 
braking, but be gentle if you must.

5.  Slow down.  Give yourself more space 
between you and the vehicle in front of you.  
Braking distances are much farther in the rain.

6.  When braking, brake gently to avoid 
breaking traction with the road surface.

7.  Ride only as fast as you can clearly see and 
safely control your motorcycle.

8.  Relax when riding in the rain.  Tense mus-
cles will cause the rider to tire and begin to 
fatigue much quicker.

Until next time, ride safe and I’ll see you out 
on the road.

Safety Officer: Riding In The Rain
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The Roanoke Valley H.O.G. Swap Meet at 
HOG Hall on Saturday, April 28.
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The May 1991 newsletter had lots of info 
on events being held. 

First up was the just completed Chili Cook-
Off.Rudy thanked everyone and noted that 
we received a very unusual judging award by 
placing fifth in Booth Display. Rudy thought 
it might be due to Cline Connor being there. 
The Powder Puff Poker Run we talked about 
last month was thankfully rained out . Which 
means an even bigger thank you for the lack 
of any pictures. Rudy said Cline was the only 
one smiling during all the times they tried to 
run the poker run. 

Dennis Reed was planning the Myrtle Beach 
trip. Rudy reminded everyone to be carerful 
and watch out for the other drivers. He also 
noted seeing an accident last year when Dar-
lene Martin did a backflip off of a barstool at 
Studebakers Lounge !  She said that Zonk had 
tripped her but it was hard to find believers. 
Other than Darlene’s accident and a lot of sun-
burns everyone came back tired and happy. 

Mileage awards were given out and Ed Ke-
ifer won with mileage of nearly 48,000. Cline 
Connor was second with 24,000 miles. Rudy 
noted however that most of Cline’s miles 

were done in the rain. Danny Hamblin  was 
third with 22,000 miles and Kyle Thomas was 
fourth with 12,000 miles.

The State Rally was going to be in Staunton  
with our Chapter doing the poker and obser-
vation runs. 

Another overnight camping trip was being 
planned for July at High Country Motorcycle 
Campground in Boone N.C.  Blue Ridge Cy-
cle in Christiansburg was added to the list of 
bike shops giving 10% discounts to members. 

Name  tags were now being used and Rudy 
encouraged everyone to pick theirs up from 
Richard Cox. We were still meeting at West-
ern Sizzlin but we were now at the Hershberg-
er Rd. location. 
Finallly, after only a couple of years the trea-
sury showed a balance of 520.83. With that I 
am History.

Tom Owen
Historian

Historian:  A Little History From May 1991
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Position   Name             Phone             E-mail
Director:              Doug Stackpole     540-553-1694     dbstackpole@msn.com 

Assistant Director:     Barry Garten     540-798-7432     barryfltru@gmail.com

Treasurer:              Bob McFarland     540-353-6172     bob.mcfarland@cox.net

Secretary:              Tonya Kreyling     859-250-9495         secretary.rvhog1903@gmail.com
                            
Activities Officers:   Bo Brown         540-890-5097     Bigd4wgg@gmail.com
    Robert Johnson     540-537-7755     N/A

Breakfast/Dinner    Brad Shifflett     540-915-1232     drtron3@yahoo.com

Building Grounds     Mark Reed         540-345-4068     lohshae@aol.com    

Food Coordinator:     Blake Dingler     540-588-1114     bdingler64@gmail.com

Head Road Captain:     Mike Puckett     540-520-1241     mpuck28880@aol.com

Historian:              Tom Owen         540-769-7389     todonnatom99@gmail.com

LOH Director:          M. McConnell    540-309-4707     marian.mcconnell@gmail.com

Newsletter:              Doug Thompson     540-529-2500     doug@dougthompson.com 
                
Membership Officer:     Bob McFarland     540-353-6172     bob.mcfarland@cox.net    

Merchandise Officer:     Johnny Preston     540-354-4513     jhp2jr@aol.com

Safety Officer:          Kevin Short         540-589-1762     kshort540@gmail.com

Social Media:          Kelsey Stackpole    540-798-4314     kelsey.stackpole@gmail.com

Volunteer Coordinator:     Carol Stackpole     540-397-4382     carol.stackpole@suntrust.com

Webmaster:              Doug Thompson    540-529-2500     doug@dougthompson.com 

Dealership Rep:         Zack Shiffer            540-562-5424     zack@rvhd.com

Our Website:        Next Meeting
www.roanokevalleyhog.com      Tuesday, June 5, 2018
Facebook:         6 PM Dinner
www.facebook.com/RVHOG/      7 PM Meeting

 
2018 Roanoke Valley H.O.G. Officers


