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As we close out 2018, I want to 
say thanks to everyone for all 
of their help and participation 

as members of the RVHOG.  I wish we 
could have done more in the area of 
overnight riding and events this year, 
but the weather never really cooperated.   
We hope that next year allows for more 
fun during riding season.

Our 2018 Christmas Party will be De-
cember 8th at the Tanglewood Holiday 
Inn.  There will be Buffet dinner with 
carving station, open cash bar, DJ and 
Dancing.  The hotel is offering a room 
rate of $79 and you can reserve up till 
the day of the party.  Please come out 
for a wonderful time, cost is $20 per 
ticket.

Before we have the December Chap-
ter meeting the 2018 “Toys for Tots” 
ride will have taken place.   This year 
the ride is on December 2nd starting at 
the Salem Lowe’s and I hope that the 
weather is decent, so we can have a 
great event for donations and fund rais-
ing that will provide a great Christmas 
for needy children in our area.

Our last big Chapter event of the year 
but most certainly not the least is the 
Christmas Eve Celebration for Restin 
South.  Mike Puckett does a great job 
organizing the day and the residents 
have a wonderful time with gifts and a 
grand meal.  Remember the majority of 
these gentlemen have no family to share 
the Holidays with so this trip is really 
appreciated.  Come out and join in the 
celebration.

All the best to the 2019 Officers, staff 
and members for a fantastic New Year 
full of opportunities and excitement 
moving forward.   Check your calendar 
and if you are out riding please be safe.   
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Doug Stackpole
Director

Director: Wrapping Up The Year
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Assistant Director: Getting Ready for 2019 

Christmas is upon us already 
and it’s feeling a lot like 
winter lately. I would like 

to thank Doug Stackpole for his 
outstanding job as Roanoke Valley 
HOG Director. 

Behind the scenes things didn’t 
always go as planned but Doug 
found a way to make things work. 
I’m really looking forward to the 
Christmas Party and all the fun 
stuff that’s planned celebrating 
another great year. 

I’m really looking forward to the 
coming year and the new officers 
who will help make 2019 fun filled 
and exciting. 

Not long ago I asked for things 
you would like to see more of or 
new things our chapter could be 

doing.  Help our chapter be the 
best and let any of the officers 
know your ideas. 

See you next year!

Barry Garten
Assisstant Director
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 Debi Hopkins    Dec 2
 Jim Eubank    Dec 3
 Roger Davison   Dec 5
 Bob Moore    Dec 11
 Marsha Young    Dec 14
 Carson Scaggs   Dec 15
 Ervin Gladden   Dec 16
 Ray Lee     Dec 17
 Doug Thompson    Dec 17
 TJ Rothmeier    Dec 18
 Nick Piazza    Dec 21
 Becky Padgett    Dec 24
 Bobbi Janssen    Dec 30

Birthdays

HARLEY WINTER RACING - We Only 
have ice for you.
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LOH: D-Day, Rescue Mission and More

November wrapped up with a flurry of 
fun, in spite of the cold weather.  We 
have so much to be thankful for!

Robert Johnson led the annual ride to the 
Rescue Mission; accompanied by Kevin Short, 
Dee Fielding, Bo Brown, Dano McConnell, 
and me on Saturday, November 10th.  After a 
cold windy loop around the Moneta area, we 
arrived at the Mission to donate 286 pairs of 
underwear, 6 pairs of socks, 1 bra, and a stack 
of meal cards.  Then we got to thaw out and 
have a delicious lunch at the Mission’s “2nd 
Helpings” cafe. 

Veterans Day, Sunday, November 11th, began 
with a tour led by Veteran (and purple heart 
recipient) Bob Garst for our group of 26 mem-
bers and guests.  It was still cold but sunny 
and no wind; we learned much about D-Day 
and the Memorial; such a fitting way to honor 
Veterans and their sacrifices.  From there, 15 
members and guests went for a cruise with 

Captain Bill (also a biker) on the Virginia Dare 
to the dam and back on Smith Mountain Lake. 
The lake was beautiful and there were still 
autumn leaf colors to enjoy. Then 9 members 
and guests topped off the day with dinner at 
the Smith Mountain Lake restaurant.   

December 1st is our LOH annual Christmas 
party at Tammy Buchanan’s house. (Contact 
Tammy or Marian if you need Tammy’s ad-
dress and/or directions). The party is from 6-9.  
BYOB, a potluck dish, and a dirty Santa gift 
(wrapped, not tagged, $10 limit). 

Let’s hope for sunshine and have a terrific rest 
of 2018.  Every moment’s a miracle, every 
mile’s a smile. Thanks for being the best HOG 
Chapter and LOH group in the universe!

(More photos on Pages 6 & 7)

Marian McConnell
LOH Director
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D-DayMemorial, Rescue Mission Ride and Smith Mountain 
Lake: Miles and Smiles
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D-DayMemorial, Rescue Mission Ride and Smith Mountain 
Lake: Miles and Smiles

Lots of fun, a homage to those who served 
and help where it’s needed.  Activities for 
RYHOG members.
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RVH.O.G. Chapter 
Helping Hands

Rob Lipes 
Roanoke 
(540) 293-5783

Rick Hayes 
`Roanoke 
(540) 314-6087

Johnny Preston  Rocky Mount 
(540) 354-4513

Ben Thrasher Buchanan
(540) 598-5184 
Cell (540) 254-2390

Robert Johnson Roanoke/Salem 
(540) 537-7755

Mark Anderson Union Hall/SML 
(540) 890-5155

A 10-year member patch from H.O.G. arrived 
a couple of months ago, reminding me that I 
joined the Roanoke Valley Harleys Owners 

Group in 2008 after getting the free year of national 
HOG membership when I purchased a 105th Anniver-
sary edition Sportster.

RVHOG director Dan Grey immediately asked me to 
fill in as “interim” webmaster for the year.

I also became one of the Chapter’s photographers, 
worked as a road captain, resumed riding to Rolling 
Thunders and served two terms as newsletter editor 
(with a four-month break while recovering from the 
2012 encounter with a cow on U.S. 221 in just north 
of Cave Spring in Roanoke County).Thanks to Dave 
Perry for stepping in during that period.

My “interim” tenure as webmaster became what 
some joked was “webmaster for life” but ends, at my 
request, I took the second tour as newsletter editor 
on a one-year agreement as a favor to director Doug 
Stackpole after he didn’t have any other volunteers 
for the job.. I’m sure those who serve in those roles 
next year will do far better and be easier to deal with 
than grumpy old me.

The 10 years with RVHOG was a blast, with excep-
tion of the “great cow encounter” on Nov. 9, 2012, 
and the several months of therapy and rehab, but even 
that brought tremendous support from the chapter and 
our friends and fellow travelers. 

I spent the two months between Labor Day and the 
midterm elections in November crisscrossing the 
country as a contract photojournalist for Agence 
France-Presse and Getty Images to help document the 
madness but turned down an offer to return to full-
time press work over the next two years.

I turn 71 this month. Amy and I hope to ride more, to 
travel on vacation trips I have delayed too long and 
enjoy life. 

My everlasting thanks to Chis Powell, the previ-
ous newsletter editor who turned the document into 
a masterpiece that I could never match, for her help 
during the past 12 months. 

Thanks too  for the columns and images provided by 
the offices and others with great stories about fantas-
tic trips.  My thanks for Marian Mcconnell for her 
stories and photos as LOH Director, Safety Officer 
Kevin Shortt for his valuable pieces that helped us all 
ride with greater care and Tom Owen, our Historian, 
who gave us great memories.

And many thanks to Director Doug Stackpolce for his 
help and support..

Thanks for the memories and great times.

Doug Thompson
Retiring Webmaster and Editor

Thanks For The Past 10 Years of Good Times
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It’s been a pleasure serving as Chapter Safety Of-
ficer for 2018.  I’d like to thank everyone who has 
participated in all of the rides and events spon-
sored by our Chapter.  

Once again, our members have demonstrated a 
personal commitment to safety and safe riding 
practices.  As an active H.O.G. Chapter our mem-

bers ride year round and many thousands of miles 
each season mostly without incident.  However 
this year has certainly had its share of challenges 
to learn from.

Thanks everyone!!!
Kevin Short
Safety Officer

Safety Officer: Wow! Where Did The Year Go?
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The month of December is all 
about parties and parades. 

As we prepare for our Christmas Party 
this year at the Holiday Inn with all the 
trimmings the 1991 was quite different. 

The Christmas party of 1991 was held 
at Mary and Cline Connor’s house. 
Members brought brought food and 
drinks.

The Chapter had participated in the 
Vinton and Roanoke Christmas parades 
with good turnouts at both parades. Joe 
asked that everyone wear club logos in 
the parades for identity purposes.

We also had a table  in Bike Fest 91, 

manned by K. J..  Grizz and Golden 
Productions produced Bike Fest in 
1991. 

Last, but certainly not least ,we made a 
lot of people happy at the V. A. Christ-
mas Party bringing them food and pres-
ents. 

For the second  month in a row you 
have not only heard history but made 
history with this being the shortest His-
torian Report in the last thirty years. 

Merry Christmas everybody. With that 
I am history..

Tom Owen

Historian

Historian: Looking Back Then & Now
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2018 Roanoke Valley H.O.G. Officers:

2018 Primary Officers:

Position   Name             Phone             E-mail
Director:              Doug Stackpole     540-553-1694     dbstackpole@msn.com 

Assistant Director:     Barry Garten     540-798-7432     barryfltru@gmail.com

Treasurer:              Bob McFarland     540-353-6172     bob.mcfarland@cox.net

Secretary:              Tonya Kreyling     859-250-9495         secretary.rvhog1903@gmail.com
                            
Activities Officers:   Bo Brown         540-890-5097     Bigd4wgg@gmail.com
    Robert Johnson     540-537-7755     N/A

Breakfast/Dinner    Brad Shifflett     540-892-1126     drtron3@yahoo.com

Building Grounds     Mark Reed         540-345-4068     lohshae@aol.com    

Food Coordinator:     Blake Dingler     540-588-1114     bdingler64@gmail.com

Head Road Captain:     Mike Puckett     540-520-1241     mpuck28880@aol.com

Historian:              Tom Owen         540-769-7389     todonnatom99@gmail.com

LOH Director:          M. McConnell    540-309-4707     marian.mcconnell@gmail.com

Newsletter:              Doug Thompson     540-529-2500     newsletter@dougthompson.com 
                
Membership Officer:     Bob McFarland     540-353-6172     bob.mcfarland@cox.net    

Merchandise Officer:     Bob McFarland     540-353-6172     bob.mcfarland@cox.net

Safety Officer:          Kevin Short         540-589-1762     kshort540@gmail.com

Social Media:          Kelsey Stackpole    540-798-4314     kelsey.stackpole@gmail.com

Volunteer Coordinator:     Carol Stackpole     540-397-4382     carol.stackpole@suntrust.com

Webmaster:              Doug Thompson    540-529-2500     doug@dougthompson.com 

Dealership Rep:         Zack Shiffer            540-562-5424     zack@rvhd.com

Our Website:        Next Meeting
www.roanokevalleyhog.com      Tuesday, January 8, 2019
Facebook:         6 PM Dinner
www.facebook.com/RVHOG/      7 PM Meeting


