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It’s Riding Time Again. Get Your Harley Rolling



The clocks have advanced and the days 
are getting longer.  With the Spring 
comes another riding season, the op-

portunity to get out and enjoy the open road 
with our friends.   Last month I spoke about 
the end of winter, well we were all a bit pre-
mature as I sit here looking at the remnants 
of the mid-March snow.   Still the arrival of 
the Red Breasted Robins indicate that warmer 
weather is getting close.
 
Our first Chapter Fund raiser of the year is 
April 28th, we will have a reverse raffle with 
a nice grand prize ($2,500) and smaller cash 
prizes along with some door prizes.  This 
event along with the Swap Meet are open to 
all so please invite your friends to come out 
an enjoy a good time and maybe win a nice 
gift to kick off Spring.  
 
The Primary Officers and others will be head-
ing out on April 12th for our annual HOT 
classes on the 13th and 14th.    Looking for-

ward to meeting other chapter officers and 
learning how others enjoy getting out and 
riding.  We will have feedback for the Chapter 
at the May meeting.
 
RVHD held a Casino Night on March 13th 
that was a huge success, great crowd and lots 
for fun for all who attended.  Table games and 
coin operated machines along with food gave 
all the opportunity to enjoy themselves and 
spend time together.
 
The Annual MDA sponsored by the Dealer-
ship will be help on August 18th.  As we get 
closer more details will be announced and we 
will be looking for volunteers to help with the 
events.
 
Don’t forget that the Harley Davidson Demo 
Truck will be at the dealership on April 6th 
and 7th.

In speaking with Zach, they would like for us 
to help with ride leaders, support and regis-
tration.  I plan on being there to help on Sat-
urday.  Should be a fun time and you get the 
chance to ride some new bikes.
 
Make sure you check the calendar online for 
updates and ongoing events for the Chapter.   
With more riding take the time to look over 
your bike carefully to make sure all is good as 
you head out and ride.   Be safe and see you 
on the road.

Doug Stackpole 
Director

Director: Riding Season Is Upon Us
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At the March Chapter Meeting I heard 
of number of new members who have 
recently joined. I want to welcome all 

the new members to the best HOG Chapter 
in Virginia! Roanoke Valley HOG is a great 
bunch of folks who really like to ride motor-
cycles and have fun, some of us like eating 
along the way too (me included). You may 
hear, ‘we ride eat & we eat to ride’ it is so 
true. 

There are a lot of activities in the coming 
months that will help you meet members like 
Saturday Coffee & Donuts at RV Dealership, 
Sunday Breakfast, Monthly Dinner Rides, 
Monthly Chapter Meetings, Chapter Spon-
sored Rides, Poker Runs, Fund Raisers and 
much more.  Another event is a new rider 
orientation where you will learn rider safety, 
common hand signals, and group riding tips. 

All these activities are lots of fun but it 
wouldn’t happen without the participation of 
our members stepping up and volunteering 
their time. The Roanoke Valley HOG couldn’t 
do all the great things it does without all of 
you making time in your busy schedules to 
lend a helping hand. So please check in with 

Carole Stackpole this years Volunteer Coordi-
nator if you want to help.

It was at these Chapter Events that I met and 
became friends with some many members.

 I have great memories from these events 
and encourage all Chapter Members to 
enjoy all fun & festivities and create 
your own new memories. Ride safe and 
I look forward to riding with all of you!

Barry Garten
Assistant Directo

Assistant Director: Welcome New Members
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It’s been a great start to the new year.  It’s 
also been a very busy so far this year.  We 
have had great turnouts for breakfast ev-

ery week.  Dinner rides have also had a good 
number of people show up.  Breakfast and 
dinner rides are a great time to come and en-
joy the company of other members and catch 
up with each other and chapter events.  So, 
come on out even if it’s just once a month for 
breakfast or dinner.

We are now a third of the way through the 
new year already and that means the best part 
of the year is here and that’s riding season.  It 
was a very cold winter so I’m sure you are all 
just as glad as I am for the arrival of warmer 
weather and ready to ride.  So as Mr. Hayes 
says saddle up and let’s ride.

I want to thank everyone for giving me feed
back on the emails that I have been sending 
you.  It helps me know that the emails are 
reaching you and what you like to hear about.  
So please feel free to contact me with any 
comments, questions, concerns, or anything 
else.  I try so hard to remember everything 
going on and get the information out to you 
as quickly and as soon as I can.  I may some-
times need a reminder of an event so please 
feel free to let me know if I forgot something. 
I want to thank everyone again for voting me 
in as your secretary as I have really enjoyed it 
a lot more than I anticipated.

The MDA Casino Night was a huge success 
with $1010 raised.  Lots of chapter mem-
bers and members of the community came 
to support a great cause and had a lot of fun.  
Everyone really enjoyed the event our dealer-
ship made happen.  There was a lot of great 
food prepared by Blake and Virginia Dingler. 
So definitely a big thank you to the dealer-
ship for helping the MDA and coming up 
with a great idea to raise funds.  This event is 
hopefully just the beginning of a great year of 
events with Roanoke Harley Davidson 

dealership.  I look forward to possibly seeing 
more events like this to help our dealership 
and our community.  

The dealership has decided to bring in a demo 
truck this year and it will start this Friday 
April 6 at 9am-4pm and Saturday April 7 
9am-4pm.  Thank you to all who volunteered 
to help with signing up riders and leading 
rides.  So, if you are interested to see how the 
new 2018 Harley Davidson bikes ride and 
new changes come on out and take a test ride

Tonya .Kreyling 
Secretary

Secretary: A Third Of The Year Through
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W e had a great time on March 1st 
at the Glazed Bisque-It; Denise 
Sell, Donna Bandy, Becky Lalush, 

Kelsey Stackpole, Betty Conner, Stayce Eller, 
and I painted and laughed and had fun creat-
ing unique pieces which all turned out beauti-
fully after they were glazed and fired.  There 
was talk about doing this again sometime in 
the future since we had such a good time.

We had 16 people signed up for the March 
24th gun safety and target shooting at Safe-
side Tactical in Roanoke.  

We are planning a photo shoot ride on Sat-
urday, April 14th to Roanoke Mountain, 
Explore Park, and the Train Depot on Wil-
liamson Road.  Meet at the Roanoke HD 
Dealership (upstairs) at 9:30a; kickstands up 
at 10a.  We’ll pick someplace to have lunch 
after the ride.  We will also be discussing 
whether or not to have a LOH Benefit this 
year; if you have any suggestions, please sub-
mit them or bring them with you.

May 5th is International Female Ride Day; 
I’ve arranged for us to ride up to Shenandoah 
Harley in Staunton where we will meet up 
with some of their lady riders.   The dealer-
ship there is planning a warm welcome for 
us.  Since I’ll be in Florida over that weekend 
for a Veterans’ reunion, we need someone to 
volunteer to lead the ride up, and some one to 
lead back.

I’m also working on a possible tour of the 
Llama farm at Smith Mountain Lake on Sat-
urday, May 12th.  Will keep you posted!

Watch for updates on our Ladies of Harley 
in Roanoke, VA Facebook page, and your 
emails.  Thanks! This is the best Chapter 
ever!

Marian McConnell
Ladies of Harley

LOH: Come On Spring!
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Casino Night at RVHD!
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LOH Tactical Night!
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Before you put on the leathers and fire 
up the engine you have to take time to 
prepare your bike for spring.  Hope-

fully you did the majority of the work before 
you locked the bike away for winter.  But if 
you didn’t or even if you did, here are some 
tips to get your bike ready for the first ride of 
the season.

1.  READ THE MANUAL

Every bike has routine maintenance that needs 
to be done.  Change the oil and fluids, ad-
just the belt or chain and lubricate, lubricate.  
Many riders ignore these small maintenance 
obligations during the riding season but there 
is no excuse when it’s sitting in the garage.

2.  CHECK THE BATTERY

One of the biggest problems a motorcycle will 
face after a long winter is a dead battery.  It is 
always best to maintain the battery on a trickle 
charger through the long winter months.  But 
if you haven’t, now is the time  to check the 
fluid levels and give it a slow charge.

3.  CHANGE THE OIL

If you changed the oil right before you put the 
bike in storage you will probably be OK.  But 
if not, now will be the time for a full service 
on the bike.

4.  FRESHEN UP YOUR GASOLINE
The majority of fuels today contain a mixture 
of up to 10% ethanol.  This means fuel can 
begin to turn or go bad in a short time.  Best 
to add a fuel stabilizer during storage and then 
add fresh gasoline before you ride.

5.  CHECK THE BRAKES
Brake fluid is often neglected until it becomes 
a problem.  Check your fluid levels and top 
off as needed.  Also think about the last time 
you replaced the fluid if its been more than 
2 years.  It should be replaced regardless of 
level.  Check the pads, front and rear.

6.  CLEAN IT UP

Show your bike some love!!  Wash away the 
winters dust and grime. and maybe a good 
pre-season wax job so she will shine.

7.  T-CLOCS INSPECTION

A proper T-CLOCS Inspection should be 
completed before every ride.  Tires, Controls, 
Lights, Oil, Chassis and Stands

Until next time ride safe and I’ll see you out 
on the road.

Kevin Short
Safety Officer

Safety Officer: Pre-Season Maintenance
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Larry Hinton -   Apr 2
Ronnie Firestone -  Apr 6
Bobbie Morrison -  Apr 8
Eric Pedigo -   Apr 9
Ron Stafford -   Apr 10
Doug Light Carl -  Apr 14
Alvin Waldron -   Apr 16
Susan Lipes -   Apr 17
William Roberts -  Apr 18
Donna Bandy -   Apr 20 
Bill Wilkinson -   Apr25 
Dews Wyne -   Apr25 
Robert Williams -  Apr 28
David Plunkett -  Apr 29

Birthdays
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My friend Robert did not have any 
helpful suggestions for this months 

column so I am on my own. 

I thought we might look back at the April 
1991 newsletter to see what we were plan-
ning then.  Back then, as now, the riding 
and events were just beginning.  The first 
event discussed was Powder Puff Poker 
Run for just the ladies. Men could run the 
route as a driver or escort but could not 
enter unless they showed up in a dress. No 
mention if anyone did. All we can do is 
hope they did not. 

The Chili Cook Off was being planned for 
the following month on the City Market. 

The Winter Riding Contest had ended and 
the winners would be announced at the 
next meeting. The top four riders received 
money. 

Volunteers were a problem then as now. 
Volunteers  were need for the MDA and 
State Rallies and Bike Fest 91.
Rides were being held every Sunday 
morning meeting at the Civic Center Mc-
Donalds. 

Rides were also being organized by the 
Area Co-Ordinators in Botetourt County, 
Martinsville and the New River Valley. 

Rudy had also worked out a discount at 
Gio’s Accessories on Williamson Road us-
ing our Hog discount cards. Gio’s would 
give us a 10% discount. 

And with that I am history’s idea. 

Tom Owen
Historian

Historian:  A Little History From April 1991
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Position   Name             Phone             E-mail
Director:              Doug Stackpole     540-553-1694     dbstackpole@msn.com 

Assistant Director:     Barry Garten     540-798-7432     barryfltru@gmail.com

Treasurer:              Bob McFarland     540-353-6172     bob.mcfarland@cox.net

Secretary:              Tonya Kreyling     859-250-9495         secretary.rvhog1903@gmail.com
                            
Activities Officers:   Bo Brown         540-890-5097     Bigd4wgg@gmail.com
    Robert Johnson     540-537-7755     N/A

Breakfast/Dinner    Brad Shifflett     540-915-1232     drtron3@yahoo.com

Building Grounds     Mark Reed         540-345-4068     lohshae@aol.com    

Food Coordinator:     Blake Dingler     540-588-1114     bdingler64@gmail.com

Head Road Captain:     Mike Puckett     540-520-1241     mpuck28880@aol.com

Historian:              Tom Owen         540-769-7389     todonnatom99@gmail.com

LOH Director:          M. McConnell    540-309-4707     marian.mcconnell@gmail.com

Newsletter:              Doug Thompson     540-529-2500     doug@dougthompson.com 
                
Membership Officer:     Bob McFarland     540-353-6172     bob.mcfarland@cox.net    

Merchandise Officer:     Johnny Preston     540-354-4513     jhp2jr@aol.com

Safety Officer:          Kevin Short         540-589-1762     kshort540@gmail.com

Social Media:          Kelsey Stackpole    540-798-4314     kelsey.stackpole@gmail.com

Volunteer Coordinator:     Carol Stackpole     540-397-4382     carol.stackpole@suntrust.com

Webmaster:              Doug Thompson    540-529-2500     doug@dougthompson.com 

Dealership Rep:         Zack Shiffer            540-562-5424     zack@rvhd.com

Our Website:        Next Meeting
www.roanokevalleyhog.com      Tuesday, May 1, 2018
Facebook:         6 PM Dinner
www.facebook.com/RVHOG/      7 PM Meeting

 
2018 Roanoke Valley H.O.G. Officers


